ASSASSINATION OF BUCKINGHAM	4r
Thus its immediate effects were slight, and proof would be
difficult to find that the king's government during the years
1629 to 1640 was hampered by the Petition, except possibly
with regard to forced loans, which were no longer exacted.
Nevertheless the very reluctance of the king, first to accept
the Petition at all, and then to accept it in an unequivocal
manner, suggests at least that he was conscious that something
more was at stake than the mere confirmation of ancient liber-
ties. In fact he had sustained a severe defeat at the hands of
both houses of parliament, although the foolish tactics of Eliot,
by ruining all hope of the continuance of that union between
the two houses which had already accomplished so much, en-
abled the king to represent the proceedings of the lower house
as the work of a seditious minority.
In the interval between the two sessions of parliament the
assassination of Buckingham revealed the wide gulf that had
opened between king and people. A naval lieutenant, John
Fclton, brooding upon his own wrongs (especially the refusal
of Buckingham to promote him or to see that he received the
pay due to him), read the remonstrances passed by the commons
and believed that it was his duty to sacrifice his life to rid
England of the hated favourite. His deed was welcomed by the
populace, who compared him to David slaying Goliath, Verses
and ballads celebrated England's delivery, and the duke's body
was conducted to Westminster Abbey with few mourners but
with an escort of the train-bands lest the citizens of London
should defile the corpse, 'And this', says a newsletter, 'was the
obscure catastrophe of that great man.'1
The death of Buckingham had removed one obstacle to a
good understanding between king and parliament, and there
were other hopeful signs that the ruinous foreign policy which
had alienated the two houses was about to be changed* The
restoration to favour of Abbot and Bristol, and the admission
to the king's counsels of such men as Richard Weston, named
lord high treasurer in 1629 and created earl of Portland in 1633,
and Wentworth, were sure guarantees against further adventures
like the expeditions to the Isle of R6. Nevertheless the disagree-
ments about impositions and religion still remained, Charles
ordered that the customs duties be collected as if they had been
granted by parliament. When merchants tried to land their goods
1 Original Letters* and ser*, iii. 365. C£ State Papers, Venetian, xfiaS-xtisp, p. 337.

